A method for peripheral chromatolysis in neurons of trigeminal and dorsal root ganglia, produced in rats by lithium.
In classical chromatolysis, Nissl bodies are initially lost centrally with subsequent progression to the periphery of the neuron. Peripheral chromatolysis has the opposite pattern; it is less common and more difficult to produce. We describe a new method for producing peripheral chromatolysis in neurons of trigeminal ganglia and dorsal root ganglia that requires only injection of large doses of lithium chloride (LiCl) for two, three or four consecutive daily doses. This method may be useful for elucidating the intraneuronal mechanisms that control the location and structure of the Nissl bodies.